THE  WORLD  SOUL
The second thought I worked out was the hate-fulness of secrecy in the individual, in organisations, and in governments. There is a woman in that book who marries a man, loving him and ready to be a good wife to him in all ways except the one essential. She will not share herself with him. She keeps her whole self as a garden enclosed, a private place where none may enter. So she can never understand him, nor can he understand her, and disaster follows, as inevitably it must. Only when despair breaks down the barriers of her soul does happiness come.
This is, of course, just as true for men as women, and it was only because the story demanded it that it happened to be a woman who exhibited this failure. It is a very common sin, and is like most sins considered as a virtue by those who practise it. Reserve, secrecy, silence, are supposed to indicate strong character. They do not do so. It is an infallible sign of weakness that a man or woman is afraid to share his intentions, his thoughts, his ideas, with the world. He is afraid of showing the vacuity or in-decisiveness of his mind. He is afraid of criticism. He trusts to his acts to justify him, and as has been already seen, no one is justified by his acts, because these are often automatic, but by his " words,'' his ideas. He knows that by some good luck he has been put into a body that may be trusted to act fairly well automatically, without thought, and as he has no
TO/i.